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Friends of East Gate Formed with Mission to Preserve and Protect Route 23 Toll House 
 
 
HILLSDALE, NY (May 1, 2017): Friends of East Gate announced this week that it has launched its campaign 
to save and reuse the historic East Gate Toll House on Route 23 in Hillsdale. 
 
Initiated by Historic Hillsdale, the town’s historic preservation committee, and supported by the Roe Jan 
Historical Society, Friends of East Gate (FoEG) obtained not-for-profit status, had the building approved for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, and purchased the building with funds generously donated 
by Edgar Masters. FoEG plans to work with the community to develop ideas for the building’s adaptive reuse 
once it is surveyed and stabilized. 
 
The history of the building stretches back to the earliest days of the Republic. The East Gate Toll House was 
built between 1820 and 1830, probably on the site of an earlier toll house. It was added to the State and 
National Register of Historic Places in 2015. 
 
In 1799 New York State Legislature chartered the Columbia Turnpike (today’s Route 23) as a commercial 
trade route between Massachusetts and the city of Hudson, then an emerging center of commerce. The 
Columbia Turnpike was the longest road in the state and three toll houses were built to collect fees along 
the route: the West Gate (Greenport; undergoing restoration), the Middle Gate (Martindale; now 
demolished), and the East Gate (Hillsdale). A plan to redesignate Route 23/Columbia Turnpike as a Historic 
Road will unite the existing West Gate and East Gate toll houses and call attention to the historic and scenic 
nature of the road. The exhibition “All Roads to the River”, focusing on the Columbia Turnpike, will open at 
the Roe Jan Historical Society later this year. 
 
Architect James Wagman (James Wagman Architect, LLC) agreed to serve as President of the Board of 
Friends of East Gate. He said, “The building has been abandoned since the 1990’s which has been a source 
of concern. Everyone in the area loves the toll house, and it wouldn’t be right to let such an important piece 
of history disintegrate without trying to save it.” 
 
Seed money is needed for the first phase of work on the toll house: performing a site evaluation of the 
structure and stabilizing it. Decisions on location, restoration, and uses will follow. Its proximity to the New 
York/Massachusetts border gives it a unique opportunity to welcome visitors to New York State and to 
Hillsdale. 
 
For more information on the East Gate Toll House, Friends of East Gate, and how you can become involved, 
please visit www.friendsofeastgate.org.  
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